Journal of Development Policy, Research, & Practice

ISSN (P): 2522-3410
ISSN (E): 2663-3698

P — Al and Public Policy: A Developing Country’s

ISSN(E): 26633698

Perspective
JeaDPRP .
Journal of y Sheraz Alam Malik
ey College of Business, Alfaisal University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Correspondence:
Sheraz Alam Malik: sheraz.alam.malik@gmail.com
Article Link:
sor https://journals.sdpipk.org/index.php/JoDPRP/article/view/112
Volume 8, 2024 DOI: https://doi.org/10.59926/jodprp.vol08/001
. . Citation:
Article History Malik, S. A. (2024). Al and Public Policy: A Developing Country’s
Submitted: Perspective. Journal of Development Policy, Research & Practice, vol.
June 06, 2024 8, pp. 1-3.
Last Revised: Conflict of Interest: Authors declared no Conflict of Interest
June 14, 2024
Accepted: Acknowledgment: No administrative and technical support was taken
June 26, 2024 for this research.
Fundi Licensing:
unding
8
_1%012’ r :}glht licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
e Authors

License.

An official publication of the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute,
Islamabad, Pakistan

Ewil £ @

Scan here to read


https://portal.issn.org/api/search?search%5b%5d=MUST=default=Journal+of+Development+Policy+Research+%26+Practice&search_id=24571879
https://portal.issn.org/api/search?search%5b%5d=MUST=default=Journal+of+Development+Policy+Research+%26+Practice&search_id=24571879
mailto:sheraz.alam.malik@gmail.com
https://journals.sdpipk.org/index.php/JoDPRP/article/view/112
https://doi.org/10.59926/jodprp.vol08/001
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://web.facebook.com/sdpipakistan
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPWs3yaRRrlAgQg7dJrF8ew
https://twitter.com/SDPIPakistan
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sustainable-development-policy-institute/mycompany/
https://www.instagram.com/officialsdpi

Journal of Development Policy, Research & Practice
Vol. 8 (January — December 2024)

Editorial Paper

Al and Public Policy: A Developing Countries Perspective

Sheraz Alam Malik™

Artificial intelligence is a disruptor for the public and society on multiple levels. This
includes human learning, knowledge comprehension, technology application and process
efficiencies. These multi-level disruptions require comprehensive policy formulation and
effective application for the overall good of society.

The development of Al policy in developing countries is vital and unique due to a multitude
of factors. They have typically higher population densities, lower internet penetration,
variable rates of technology adoption and evolving legislation around emerging
technologies due to less exposure. These factors make the formulation of Al policy in
developing countries distinctly different from developed countries where either the
legislation is developed fully or close to developed (Scherer 2015).

Within the developing countries, Pakistan can be considered as a representative sample as
it consists of the majority of the population which is young, and tech-savvy and the IT
industry is vital for the country’s export revenues (Chohan and Akhter 2021). Exploring the
design of the public Al policy for a country with these unique characteristics is quite
interesting.

Early approaches to public policymaking usually follow one of the two approaches. One is
restrictive, early and often gets ahead. Whereas others are passive, multi-stakeholders based
and adapt as you go. As we are unaware of the future of Al, advocating any of the two can
result in uncertainty and risks for society at large.

Our limited knowledge at this stage of this emerging technology can result in a policy which
can be proscriptive and top-down. This can be counterproductive as Al architecture has
shown Algorithm bias and hallucinations which are high risks to its wider implementations.
Therefore, overall, policy contours should incorporate these key factors: should have legal
oversight but enough freedom of use and application to be allowed, sufficient safeguards
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against misuse, foster collaboration, room for innovation, increase awareness and breaking
new grounds of discovery for future breakthroughs.

In conclusion, if proper legal framework and policy guidelines will be available soon for
developing countries like Pakistan it will give them a head start in Al innovations and its
associated fields like healthcare, IT, supply chain, finance and learning technologies. It will
also aid in the emergence of a knowledge economy where humans and technology interact
for the betterment of society and long-term sustainable progress.
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