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Editorial Paper 

AI and Public Policy: A Developing Countries Perspective 

Sheraz Alam Malik 

Artificial intelligence is a disruptor for the public and society on multiple levels. This 

includes human learning, knowledge comprehension, technology application and process 

efficiencies. These multi-level disruptions require comprehensive policy formulation and 

effective application for the overall good of society.  

The development of AI policy in developing countries is vital and unique due to a multitude 

of factors. They have typically higher population densities, lower internet penetration, 

variable rates of technology adoption and evolving legislation around emerging 

technologies due to less exposure. These factors make the formulation of AI policy in 

developing countries distinctly different from developed countries where either the 

legislation is developed fully or close to developed (Scherer 2015). 

Within the developing countries, Pakistan can be considered as a representative sample as 

it consists of the majority of the population which is young, and tech-savvy and the IT 

industry is vital for the country’s export revenues (Chohan and Akhter 2021). Exploring the 

design of the public AI policy for a country with these unique characteristics is quite 

interesting. 

Early approaches to public policymaking usually follow one of the two approaches. One is 

restrictive, early and often gets ahead. Whereas others are passive, multi-stakeholders based 

and adapt as you go. As we are unaware of the future of AI, advocating any of the two can 

result in uncertainty and risks for society at large. 

Our limited knowledge at this stage of this emerging technology can result in a policy which 

can be proscriptive and top-down. This can be counterproductive as AI architecture has 

shown Algorithm bias and hallucinations which are high risks to its wider implementations. 

Therefore, overall, policy contours should incorporate these key factors: should have legal 

oversight but enough freedom of use and application to be allowed, sufficient safeguards
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 against misuse, foster collaboration, room for innovation, increase awareness and breaking 

new grounds of discovery for future breakthroughs. 

In conclusion, if proper legal framework and policy guidelines will be available soon for 

developing countries like Pakistan it will give them a head start in AI innovations and its 

associated fields like healthcare, IT, supply chain, finance and learning technologies. It will 

also aid in the emergence of a knowledge economy where humans and technology interact 

for the betterment of society and long-term sustainable progress. 
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